500 CENTER AVENUE, BOX 779, MOORHEAD, MINNESOTA 56561
(218) 299-5166

TDD 711

SOUND AMPLIFICATION APPLICATION
Applicant's Name: ____________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
Phone #: ___________________________
Home

____________________________
Work

Email: _______________________________________________________________
Sponsoring Organization: ______________________________________________
Date(s) of Event: ______________________________________________________
Type/Purpose of Event: ________________________________________________
Location of Event: _____________________________________________________
Time of Event: __________________________ to

_________________________

Time Amplification Equipment will be used: ______________ to ______________
Contact Person at Event: _______________________________________________
Describe amplification equipment to be used: ______________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Describe measures to be used to minimize neighborhood disruption: __________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
I agree to abide by the laws, ordinances and regulations pertaining to the issuance of
this permit. I understand the permit may be revoked by any Moorhead Police Officer on
duty at the time of the event if any condition placed on the Permit is violated.
APPLICANT SIGNATURE ______________________________

DATE __________

CITY CLERK SIGNATURE _____________________________

DATE __________

SPECIAL CONDITIONS _________________________________________________

G:\ADMIN\LICENSES\Applications\Sound Amp\Application_Sound Amp.doc

Moorhead Parks and Recreation
Title: Parks and Recreation Administration
Chapter: Office Procedures
Section: 1.2C

Policies and Procedures
Date: October, 2008
Page: 1 of 1

Facility Reservations
Reservations
NRC buildings are open for reservations year round with the exception of pre-scheduled park programs. These
buildings can be reserved from 10:30am to 9:30pm Monday through Sunday. Picnic shelters at Gooseberry Park
are available May 1 through September 30 of each year. Reservation can not be taken until the first business day
in January of each year.
In order to reserve one of the City of Moorhead facilities, the customer must fill out the appropriate reservation
forms and pay the fee at least 48 hours prior to the reservation date. Facility reservations cannot be made over
the phone. Shelters are reserved on a first come/first served basis. Reservations will not be held with incomplete
information.
Reservation forms can be faxed or mailed to the customer. Completed reservation forms can be faxed back to
Moorhead Parks and Recreation with credit card information.
Situations where a rental will be denied:







Renters of any City of Moorhead facilities must be at least 18 years of age.
There are no Sound Permits allowed in the neighborhood parks.
All concerts or other such activities can be considered in the regional or downtown parks to allow for the
quiet enjoyment of others to use this space.
Park Buildings are not available to rent on City observed Holidays. Shelters in the Regional Parks would
be available.
If a renter is denied the use of the space there is an opportunity to appeal this to the Park Advisory Board
who can then make a recommendation to approve or disapprove. Should the renter still not be satisfied
with that decision there is an opportunity to appeal this decision to the Moorhead City Council.
If the reservation is denied, the group will be contacted within one week and the fee returned.

It is the responsibility of the renter making the reservation to clean up the building/shelter placing trash in proper
receptacles and return building/shelter to original condition.
Park staff will open and close all buildings reserved. No keys will be issued for city facilities.
No alcohol is allowed in the City parks or buildings.

Fees
The fee to reserve the facility is a rental fee not a deposit. It shall not be returned following the reservation.
There is no fee for use of local schools, as long as the reservation is intended to host students from the school.

Permits
Sound permits cannot be issued for both shelters in Gooseberry Park on the same day. There are no sound
permits issued for neighborhood parks. See 1.1B for sound permit information.

Revised April 2010

Moorhead Parks and Recreation
Title: Parks and Recreation Administration
Chapter: Park Rules and Regulations
Section: 1.1B

Policies and Procedures
Date: October, 2008
Page: 1 of 2

Permits
Sound Permits
Any type of outdoor amplification in a city park or on public land requires a sound amplification license.
Applications for a Sound Amplification License are available at City Hall, 3rd Floor or online under eservices on www.cityofmoorhead.com website. City Clerk may be contacted to answer questions in
regard to sound amplification if needed. Park Procedure: For a permit to be issued in Moorhead Parks
there must be a confirmed reservation to a shelter in one of the Regional Parks. There are to be no sound
permits issued in neighborhood parks.

Guidelines for Sound Amplification Permits
Sound amplification permits applications for all events should be made to the City Clerk. The
Clerk is responsible for coordinating with all relevant units of government, especially including
Police, Fire, Operations, and Community Services before forwarding to the City Manager with a
recommendation for approval, denial, or approval with specified conditions. The application must
be signed by the applicant.
City staff shall prepare a uniform application form, which among other things shall require
applicant to list the sponsoring organization of the event for which the permit is sought, including
the name of the responsible person at the event. The application shall also require from the
applicant the location of the event, the hours of the event, as well as the hours requested for the
sound amplification permit. In addition, the type of sound amplification equipment to be used
must be supplied. Finally, the applicant must set out what measures the applicant proposes to
take to minimize disruption to areas surrounding the event location.
The actual permit granted shall set forth the time limits, the location, and other relevant conditions
of the permit. No event will be allowed to start before, 11:00 a.m. (8:00 a.m. for sporting events)
and all events must end by 10:00 p.m. on weeknights, and 11:00 p.m. on weekends. The permit
will not be for a period to exceed six hours. When and where warranted, the permit conditions
may further restrict the times in order to protect surrounding neighborhoods.
In granting a permit, and placing conditions on the permit, staff will take into consideration the
location of the event, and its possible impact on surrounding neighborhoods. If staff denies a
permit, or if the applicant disagrees with the conditions placed on the permit, the applicant may
appeal to the City Council at its next regularly scheduled meeting.
The permit shall plainly state that the permit may be revoked by any Moorhead Police Officer on
duty at the time of the event if any condition placed on the Permit is violated. Other than for
violating the time restriction on the permit, at least one warning will be given to the responsible
person at the event prior to terminating the permit, so that the violation may be cured.
Although the permit is granted as an exception to the normal noise ordinance of the City, the
intent of the sound amplification permit is so that persons attending the event for which the permit
is granted may hear the speaker or music. Although, it is inevitable that some sound will carry
beyond the location of the event, a police officer on duty at the time of the event shall have the
authority to require the responsible person at the event to lower the volume of the sound
amplification to a level that can still be heard at the event location, but would lower the noise level
in the surrounding neighborhoods. Refusal to lower, and maintain the lower sound level, once
requested by any on duty Police Officer to do so, is grounds for a Police Officer to terminate the
permit.
Resolution 2004-660

