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Overview
The City of Moorhead hosted the first public input meeting to discuss the future of Center Avenue
from the Red River to 8th Street on June 27, 2017. The meeting was held from 5:00-7:00 pm at the
Hjemkomst Center. Approximately 70 people attended to be introduced to the project, learn the
results of the existing and forecast conditions analysis, and give their input on the corridor.
Participants represented a mixture of Moorhead residents, property owners adjacent to the corridor,
employees of businesses adjacent to the corridor, members of the Downtown Moorhead group,
local appointed or elected officials and other various
stakeholders and interested parties.
Moorhead staff advertised the meeting through the following
channels:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mayor and City Council, Planning Commission, Moorhead
Public Service Commission, Economic Development
Authority, Arts Commission, Mass Transit, Clay County,
Moorhead Business Association, City of Fargo, PartnerSHIP 4
Health, and Parks Board
Media/News release through e-notification
Display ad in The Extra June 22, 2017 (see Figure 2)
City Calendar
Project Website
Project Steering Committee and Focus Group members
Direct invite to all adjacent landowners
Email to MnDot Jerimiah Moerke
Facebook post on the City of Moorhead’s page
Flyers available at MetroCOG Booth for Streets Alive Event
on June 25, 2017

Figure 1 - Meeting participants primarily
lived in Moorhead, MN

Figure 2 - Display Ad in The Extra (June 22,2017)

Copy of Advertisement as displayed in the Extra
on June 22, 2017.

Submitted Advertisement for the Extra
newspaper.

The meeting included four activities:
•

A presentation from project manager Peggy Harter describing the project purpose and
existing and forecasted conditions findings

•

Informative boards partnered with “Dotmocracy” voting to gauge participants’ support for
specific alternatives

•

Comment forms for individuals to express comments and/or ideas about the corridor

•

A table with three printed draft copies of the existing and forecasted conditions technical
memorandum to read and provide comments on

A detailed description of each of these activities and a summary of input gained through each is
provided below.
Formal Presentation
Peggy Harter of Stantec presented an overview of the project to meeting participants. Harter
discussed the project location and background, project schedule, existing roadway sections,
volumes and capacity, crash analysis, existing pavement condition, existing utilities, existing access
and intersections, parking considerations, bicycle and pedestrian considerations, existing transit
routes, and corridor vision statements heard to date. At the end of the presentation the room was
opened back up to an open house format. This allowed participants to view the information on the
boards and have one-on-one conversations with the project team.
Informative Boards with “Dotmacracy” Voting
Meeting participants viewed boards with varying information related to specific alternatives being
considered as part of the project. Participants placed dots showing to what extent they agree with
the statements below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I support changing the roadway to a three-lane section with a center left turn lane.
I support closing this access into the Moorhead Center Mall at the mall access.
I support closing this access into United Sugars at the United Sugars access; secondary
access exists at the east of the existing parking lot on 7th Street.
I support re-aligning 4th Street to remove the skew from the intersection and improve visibility
at the intersection.
I support the removal of the traffic signal at the 7th Street intersection.
I support adding bike lanes along the corridor.
I support adding on street parking to portions of the project corridor as existing right of way
allows.
If the roadway is re-striped as a 3-lane section, do you support on-street bike lanes or onstreet parking?

Besides the above statement boards, two more boards were available for public input. One was a
general project location board asking the questions of “What are some existing issues with the
corridor?”, “What do you like about the corridor?”, “What is your future vision of the corridor?” and
“Additional Comments.” The second, was a board showing different streetscape amenities such as
trees, landscaping, seating, and lighting. Participants were asked to place a dot next to the
amenities they would like to see.
Comments written on the Project Location Board are re-written verbatim below. See Figure 3 for all
above mentioned boards and their corresponding dotmacracy results.

•

What are some existing issues with the corridor?
o Too many semi-trucks – why not connect with Highway 10 at 14th Street = Main to 14th
left to Highway 10
o Signals need to be coordinated
o Underdeveloped real estate
o Currently there seems to be an excess of parking lot spaces. But if more business &
residents move in, we don’t want the other extreme of not enough
o Too many blank building facades
o Not enough activities to bring me to this area – need more community events

•

What do you like about the corridor?
o Nothing its ugly
o A lot of space to build! Lets add an outdoor amphitheater, outdoor ice rink in winter,
more walking space
o Connection with Highway 10
o The possiblities

•

What is your future vision of the corridor?
o Mixed use zoning (coordinated look & plan)
o Part of an east-west bicycle thru-way linking University Drive (Food Co-op) to 11th
Street (Hornbacher’s) with GTC station in the middle, safe transit!
o Mixed use of buildings, sidewalk café, walkability
o Not use a way to get thru the city – but creates inviting corridor for people to stop
and explore the downtown
o More active street & sidewalk use
o More green space
o More seating with tables for gathering places

•

Additional Comments.
o I don’t feel that the types of business along the corridor lend themselves to on street
parking. Store fronts are not that dense and almost everyone has a private parking
lot. Current on street parking on 5th south of the tracks is rarely used.
o Traffic flow
o Keep lanes as is
o Streetscape
o Work with colleges – preserve downtown

Statement: I support closing the access into the Moorhead
Center Mall at the mall access.
Result: Disagree

Statement: I support changing the roadway to
a three-lane section with a center left turn lane.
Result: Agree

Statement: I support closing this access into United Sugars at
the United Sugars access; secondary access exists at the east
of the existing parking lot on 7th Street.
Result: Agree

Statement: I support re-aligning 4th Street to
remove the skew from the intersection and
improve visibility at the intersection.
Result: Disagree

Statement: I support the removal of the traffic
signal at the 7th Street intersection.
Result: Agree

Figure 3 - Meeting Boards and Results

Statement: I support adding bike lanes along
the corridor.

Statement: I support adding on street parking to
portions of the project corridor as existing right of
way allows

Result: Agree

Result: Disagree

Statement: If the roadway is re-striped as a 3-lane
section, do you support on-street bike lanes or onstreet parking?
Result: Bike Lanes

Figure 3 - Meeting Boards and Results

Participants comments are re-written in the text of the Public Meeting Summary

Supported Streetscape Amenities
(in order of popularity)
•

LED Lighting

•

Shade Trees

•

Canopy Trees

•

Raised Planter

•

Parklet

•

Bench with Technology

•

Hanging Baskets

•

Colorful Trees

•

Planting Strip

•

Traditional Bench

•

Decorative Lighting

Figure 3 - Meeting Boards and Results

General Comment Forms & Draft Existing and Forecast Conditions Analysis Memorandum
A table and chairs with three copies of the draft existing and forecast conditions analysis
memorandum was available to review. Comment forms were available for participants to take
home and submit later or leave in the comment box provided at the meeting. The public was given
until July 11, 2017 (two weeks) to submit comments by mail, email, or phone. All comments received
are included in Appendix A.
Stantec Consulting Ltd.

Peggy Harter
Project Manager
Phone: 701.566.6020
Peggy.harter@stantec.com
c. Project File
Angie Bolstad – Stantec

Appendix A – Public Input Comments
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Andy Maus
Harter, Peggy
Bike Lane on Center Ave
Tuesday, June 27, 2017 1:04:58 PM
image001.jpg

Hello Peggy,
I am the Director/CEO of Plains Art Museum and a Moorhead resident. Patrick Hollister invited me to
an event at the Hjemkomst this evening regarding the potential for a bike lane on the reconstruction
of Center Avenue. I am unable to make it to the event, however, I would like to voice my support for
a bike lane. My support is three-fold:
1.

As someone who commutes with a car on that street and sees many people biking on that
street putting their safety at risk given the narrow lanes
2. As a recreational cyclist myself
3. As director of a museum on the Fargo side adjacent to NP Avenue

This third point brings me to an idea that emerged from the task force that provided feedback in the
creation of Fargo’s Public Art Master Plan. That is, I would love to see a creative, artist-designed bike
line that connects Moorhead and Fargo. Other cities have done this with success and it would make
the bike lane something beyond simply useful. If this idea is intriguing to Moorhead, I am sure that
the Museum can be an advisor and advocate for the project. Either way, however, a proper bike lane
is not only something I support, but something I see as necessary in that space.
Andy at Plains Art Museum
Andrew J. Maus
Director/CEO
704 First Avenue North
Fargo, North Dakota 58102
701.551.6123 • direct
701.551.6100 • museum

www.plainsart.org
Invest in Your Community. Support Your Museum.

From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Patrick Hollister
Harter, Peggy
Del Rae Williams; Sara Watson Curry; Joel Paulsen; "Tom Trowbridge"; Jonathan Atkins
(jonathan.atkins@cityofmoorhead.com); Jeremy Gorden; Austin Hauf; Daniel Farnsworth; Gina Nolte; Jason
Bergstrand; Bolstad, Angela
PartnerSHIP 4 Health"s Written Comments on Moorhead Center Avenue Project - PIM #1 Comment
Thursday, June 29, 2017 12:43:49 PM
PS4H Letter in Support of Center Avenue Bike Lanes (June 29 2017).pdf
Great Rides Moorhead Expansion Study June 2016.pdf

Hello Peggy,
Great job Tuesday evening at Hjemkomst!
PartnerSHIP 4 Health supports bike lanes on Center Avenue! We hereby submit the following
two documents attached to this e-mail as part of the comment period which ends on July 11,
2017:
1. A letter dated June 29, 2017 from myself on behalf of PartnerSHIP 4 Health in support
of bike lanes on Center Avenue.
2. The Great Rides Moorhead Expansion Study, completed in June 2016. This document
is intended as an attachment to the aforementioned letter.
I would be happy to testify in favor of bike lanes on Center Avenue if such an opportunity
arose. You are welcome to contact me anytime!
Thanks!
Patrick Hollister
Active Living Planner
PartnerSHIP 4 Health
218-329-1809

Note: The Great Rides Moorhead
Expansion Study is not attached to this
meeting summary; however, is available
upon request.

Bolstad, Angela
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alyssa Johnson <alyssa@greatridesfargo.com>
Friday, June 30, 2017 2:10 PM
Bolstad, Angela
Center Ave Input - PIM #1 Comment

Hi Angie,
Thank you for your work on the Center Ave project in Moorhead.
I direct the nonprofit Great Rides, the advocacy branch of Great Northern Bicycle Company in downtown
Fargo. Great Rides is dedicated to improving individual and community health by encouraging the use of
bicycles for lifestyle, sport, and recreation. We lead the annual StreetsAlive events, manage Great Rides Bike
Share, and play a role in other bicycle-related events, services, and advocacy efforts.
Bicycles and bicycle infrastructure contribute to a vibrant, healthy community. We know that the bicycle is
underutilized as the most efficient form of human transportation, and there are many health and economic
benefits to increased cycling. We aspire to change the status quo and accelerate culture change where trips taken
under two miles are not taken in a personal vehicle. We dream of the day when biking or walking to work or
play is made the default choice.
Great Rides and Great Northern Bicycle Co. are thrilled about and encouraged by our community's growing
population of pedal-ers. Key decision makers in our metro community have responded to this growth by making
strides to become more bike-friendly. We hope that the Center Ave project will continue this progress and that
those involved may see the greater value of creating vibrant spaces for people, over cars.
We strongly support the plans that include bicycle lanes on either side of traffic. Considering the existing
amount of parking available in the downtown Moorhead area, we believe bicycle lanes and wider sidewalks
would be a much better use of that space. Bike paths on Center Avenue in Moorhead would also supplement the
bike lanes that will likely be placed on NP Avenue in Fargo, creating a seamless east/west bike connection
between the two cities.
Lastly, if in the reconstruction of Center Avenue there is an opportunity to connect on-street bicycle lanes to the
bike paths along the river, that would create an even greater experience of connectivity.
Keep pedaling forward!
Thank you,
-Alyssa Johnson
Director of Operations, Great Rides
alyssa@greatridesfargo.com
701.280.1202
Great Rides is a non-profit organization in Fargo dedicated to building individual and community
health by encouraging the use of bicycles for lifestyle, sport and recreation.
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