MOORHEAD HUMAN RIGHTSCOMMISSION ANNUAL MEETING
FEBRUARY 13, 2007
7:00 PM
MOORHEAD CITY HALL
FIRST FLOOR COUNCIL CHAMBERS

Members PresenDr. Richard Adler/Chair, Del Rae Williams/Vice &h Phyllis Emmel, Brian
Arett, Kevin Kopperud, Stephanie Chimeziri, ErirafX, and Tammie Yak

Members AbsentLaVerne Czichotzki, Dorene Neeland, Diane Wrayllms/City Council
Member

Others presentRyan O’Keefe/Staff Liaison, Duke Schempp/Peopdedping Poverty Project,
Dave Beauchamp/St. Joseph's Parish Social Justiastiyt

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/INTRODUCTIONS The meeting was called to order by
Chair Dr. Adler at 7:05 p.m.

AGENDA AMENDMENTS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA *Action* Mr. Arett moved, seconded

by Vice Chair Williams, to amend the agenda to embhdtem 4/Approval of Minutes from
October 10, 2006 through item 7/Reports of the @B#icers/Commissioners/Committees prior
to conducting item 3/Election of Commission OffieerThe agenda was approved as amended
by unanimous consent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 10, 2006 MEETINGA draft of the Minutes
for the October 10, 2006 meeting was presentetiddCtommission.* Action* A motion was
made and seconded to approve the October 10, 26866ng minutes as presented, which passed
by unanimous consent.

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD Dave Beauchamp of St Joseph’s Parish Socialcdubtinistry
gave the Commission a short update on his orgaoi¢stactivities and requested that the
Commission write a letter in support of MN Rep. Mer.anning’s possible appointment to the
Legislative Commission to End Poverty in MN by 202(Action* The Commission agreed to
send a letter in support of MN Rep. Morrie Lannsg@ppointment to that body by unanimous
consent. Mr. Arett also requested that Mr. Beaoghaend periodic updates to the Commission
Staff member, which he agreed to dbk-ollow-up Action* Write requested letter and mail it
out.

Duke Schempp of the People Escaping Poverty PriidEPP) gave a brief overview to the
Commission of pending legislation that would sdw airrest records of individuals who had
been accused of non-violent, non-narcotics relasdyell as non-sex related crimes, but have
not been convicted of them. Mr. Schempp requetstatithe Commission write a letter to the
three legislators from MN District 9 in support tfis legislation. *Action* Ms. Williams
moved, seconded by Mr. Kopperud, to write suchiterle Vice Chair Yak offered a draft to the
Commission that she had previously prepared. Th&om passed by unanimous approval.
*Follow-up Action* Finalize requested letter and send to the threelMitict 9 legislators.

Enson Maattala addressed the Commission to shareodnicerns regarding the appearance of
racial slurs in &orum letter to the editor sometime ago and to recomntieadbook Law of
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Affirmative Action.

CITIZEN CONCERNS REPORTThere are no citizen concerns to report atttims.

REPORTS OF THE CHAIR/OFFICERS/COMMISSIONERS/COMMHEES There were no
reports to be given at this time.

ELECTION OF COMMISSION OFFICERS According to the Commission Rules of Practice
and Procedure, an election for the Commission Cmaist be held at the Annual Meeting in
February. *Action* Mr. Arett moved, seconded by Vice Chair Williante, nominate Dr.
Richard Adler for a second term as Commission Chidiv other nominations were made for the
position of Commission Chair. The motion passedignimous consent.

According to the Commission Rules of Practice armt@ure, an election for the Commission
Vice Chair must be held at the Annual Meeting itdaary. *Action* Chair Adler moved to
nominate Del Rae Williams for a second term as C@sion Vice Chair, which she declined.
Mr. Kopperud moved, seconded by Vice Chair Willians nominate Tammie Yak for the
position of Commission Vice Chair. No other nontioas were made for the position of
Commission Vice Chair. The motion to elect TamMak to the position of Vice Chair passed
by unanimous approval.

The election of Tammie Yak to the position of Corssion Vice Chair created a vacancy in the
position of Education Committee Chair. Ms. Emmelswequested to serve as second term on
the Executive Committee but declined, creating eamay for the At-Large position on that
body. According to the Rules of Practice and Pdace, Chair Adler has the authority to appoint
committee members.*Action* Chair Adler appointed Kevin Kopperud as the Chdirthe
Education Committee and Stephanie Chimeziri asAthkarge appointment to the Executive
Committee.

BUDGET REPORT FOR FY 2007 Mr. O'Keefe gave a brief report to the commissio
regarding their 2007 Budget. Of particular noter. \’'Keefe discovered that $2,000 was
available for travel and training by the commissi@ with $1,200 of that specifically
designated to pay for costs associated with merhipera the League of Minnesota Human
Rights Commissions. Originally, staff had reportdtt the Commission only had $800
available for such activities in 2007. Vice Chdak requested information regarding accounts
related to the Otto Bremer grant the Commissiorived to facilitate their strategic planning
process. Mr. O’Keefe agreed to return with a mbgough budget report at the next meeting
which would include information related to the drarfFollow-up Action* Prepare budget
presentation for March meeting.

JOINT MOORHEAD-FARGO HUMAN RIGHTS CENTER Chair Adler reported that the
Fargo Human Relations Commission had not yet dssmlishe issue, as their retreat had been
delayed. He then stated that Yoke Sim Gunarati@@utifiral Diversity Resources had expressed
her concern to him that such a center would unsacidg duplicate what is done by her
organization and would lead to an undesirable caitnp® over resources. The Commission
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agreed to table the discussion until the next mgetio that the Fargo Human Relations
Commission could have an opportunity to show teepport for the concept.

SISTER CORITA ART EXHIBIT Ms. Williams informed the Commission that thehiaxt
would be done in October.

LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR BENNETT PARK COOPERATIVEs. Williams gave a quick
overview of the history of the Bennett Park Coopeeaas well as an update on the current
issues they face. She then asked the Commissibayifwould be willing to write a letter to the
North Country Cooperative Foundation in supporthe Cooperative’s efforts to purchase the
Greenwood Mobile Home ParkAction* Vice Chair Yak moved, seconded by Ms. Emmel, for
the Commission to write a letter that is substéigtitne same as a draft passed out by Ms.
Williams in support of the Bennet Park Cooperasvefforts to purchase the mobile home park.
The motion passed by unanimous approvdtollow-up Action* Finalize requested letter and
send to the North Country Cooperative Foundation

NEW BUSINESS Ms. Williams suggested that the Commission waitetter to the Fargo City
Commission in support of the proposed “Ray of Hopemeless shelter to be located near
downtown Fargo.*Action* Ms. Emmel moved, seconded by Vice Chair Yak, tdgensuch a
letter. The motion passed by unanimous consé&frbllow-up Action* Write requested letter
and send to the Fargo City Commission.

LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSIONS At the request of the
Commission, Vice Chair Yak and Ms. Emmel gave darmal presentation to the Commission
explaining the value of continued participation the League of Minnesota Human Rights
Commissions.*Action* Vice Chair Yak moved, seconded by Ms. Emmel, tothseavailable
funds to send select commissioners to League ngsetinMr. Arett submitted a friendly
amendment that the approval of expenditures extémdagh May, after which the authorization
would be revisited. The friendly amendment waspted and the motion passed by unanimous
approval.

U OF MINNESOTA HUMAN RIGHTS ACTION PLAN GRANT APPITATION: Mr.
Kopperud shared the comments made by Lynn Kovaah @Rpressed both interest in the
program and concerns that the existing curriculartoo full to incorporate new material. Mr.
Kopperud suggested that three second-grade teamthRobert Asp Elementary would be willing
to pilot the program if there were funds availatolesupport planning time/substitute teacher pay.
Mr. Kopperud also felt that Maret Kashmark, Couoselt Robert Asp Elementary, should be
involved in implementing the program*Action* Vice Chair Yak moved, seconded by Mr.
Arett, that the Commission submit the applicationte University of Minnesota Human Rights
Center naming the Moorhead Area Public Schoolbadiduciary agent of the $2,000 grant with
the intent of funding the planning and implememiatof the “This is My Home” program in a
pilot second grade class at Robert Asp ElementaRall 2007. Chair Adler requested a friendly
amendment to the motion that would require an cugdachievement report be given to the
Commission at some time after the program has baplemented and relevant data has been
gathered. The motion was amended and passed bymmas approval* Follow-up Action*
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Send application to University of Minnesota and ommicate plan with selected teachers at
Robert Asp Elementary.

COMMISSION STRATEGIC PLAN A draft of the strategic plan was presentedio t
Commission for its approval. The Chair and VicealClshared some of the concerns expressed
at the community forum regarding Goal 4/Developlanpto fund the Commission and its
priority programs. Specifically, some in attendamt the forum felt it was inappropriate for a
City advisory body to compete with local non-prsfibr scarce grant funds, but should instead
petition the City for resources*Action* Vice Chair Yak moved, seconded by Mr. Arett, to
approve Goals 1-3 of the Draft Strategic Plan ¢aid) and to table discussion of Goal 4 until
the March meeting. Ms. Chimeziri suggested GoBllde assigned to the Executive Committee,
not the Outreach Committee. Chair Adler argued tha task is best suited for the Outreach
Committee because it will involve reaching out asmmmunicating with members of the
community. The motion passed by unanimous approval

APPROVAL OF COMMISSION EXPENDITURES PEPP agreed to conduct “One to One”
training for the Commission at its next meeting.hisT training is in accordance with the
Commission’s Strategic Plan and is a permissibjgerge under City Policy. PEPP typically
receives a $50 honorarium for conducting suchimgin* Action* The Commission approved a
$50 honorarium for PEPP.

ADJOURNMENT: Meeting was adjourned by the Chair at 9:20 p.ifthe next meeting is
scheduled for March 13th at 7:00 p.m. in Moorhedgg Ball, Council Chambers.




