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Chapter 1 – Background
Purpose of Project
The City of Moorhead has chosen to study their regional and sub-regional park facilities for the purpose of
creating a framework for moving forward with construction and improvements to both new and existing
park facilities. The purpose of creating a park framework plan is to:
•
•
•

Identify the appropriate blending of facilities at each park individually, and as a system of
regional and sub-regional parks within Moorhead,
Identify needs and opportunities at each park, and
Outline a strategy for creating balance and equity of the time, attention, and financial resources
that are spent on both new and existing regional park and recreational facilities.

Moorhead’s growth is presenting city leaders with the opportunity to plan and construct new park facilities.
New residential developments in Moorhead are following the practice of many developments around the
country by incorporating large park facilities into the design of the neighborhoods. Such parks not only
enhance the neighborhood; they also provide features and facilities that can be enjoyed by all residents. In
other cases, the City has proactively acquired land for large parks that meet special needs of the region.
The advent of these new parks has generated community discussion about the status of existing regional
parks and the manner in which they meet the needs of the community. These discussions resulted in
a Council decision to create a city-wide assessment for selected or certain regional and sub-regional
park facilities, and to proceed with a strategic approach to new park development and existing park
improvements. This study provides guidance for prioritizing financial resources and staff time to improve
Moorhead’s regional park system in a meaningful way in order to serve the recreational and open space
needs for as many residents
as possible.

Overview of Parks Included in Study
The regional and sub-regional parks included in this study are shown in Map 1-1, including:
M.B. Johnson Regional Park
M.B. Johnson Park is located on the north side of Moorhead along the Red River. Access to the park is
from CSAH 3, which is also known as Oakport Drive N. This roadway is an extension of 11th Street N in
Moorhead. The park is made up of approximately 106.6 acres consisting of a combination of mowed lawn
area, wooded slopes approaching the river, and a wetland.
Centennial Regional Park
Centennial Park is an athletic park located on both sides of 15th Avenue N approximately ½ mile east of
CSAH 3. The park consists of baseball and softball fields, football fields and a newly constructed dog park.
The size of the park is approximately 56 acres. Access to all portions of the park is from 15th Avenue N.
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Viking Ship, Riverfront, Memorial and W. H. Davy Regional Parks
These four parks connect along the riverfront on the north side of downtown Moorhead to create a large
linear park area with a variety of facilities. One of the most heavily used facilities of this park system is the
bike trail along the Red River. There are several points of access to this park. The bike trail along the Red
River provides access from the north, south and west (bicycle/pedestrian bridges over the Red River). Other
access is from 1st Avenue N, 8th Street N and 3rd Street N (bike access only). The total size of the park area
is approximately 45 acres.
Woodlawn Sub-Regional Park
Woodlawn Park is located along the Red River immediately south of downtown Moorhead. The park is a
very popular facility, mainly due to its Frisbee golf facility. A baseball diamond, wading pool, playground,
tennis courts, and basketball court are also provided. The size of the park is approximately 27 acres. Access
is from 4th Street S at 5th Avenue S. Bike trail access is also available via the trail along the Red River.
Gooseberry Mound Sub-Regional Park
Gooseberry Mound Park, commonly known as Gooseberry Park, is also a large riverfront park. Two large
picnic shelters and a large playground are the main attractions to this facility. The park is approximately
51.5 acres in size. Vehicular access is from 4th Street S and 22nd Avenue S. Bike trail access is available
from the west, via the bicycle/pedestrian bridge over the Red River.
Trollwood Performing Arts School and Future Regional Park
A future park is currently being designed for a site along the Red River on the south side of Moorhead.
Trollwood Performing Arts is a program of the Fargo School District that involves youth from the entire
region. The City of Moorhead was instrumental in assisting the Trollwood Performing Arts program in
their search for a new site in the Fargo-Moorhead metropolitan area and for acquiring funding assistance
from the State of Minnesota. The park will be located along the Red River in the vicinity of 50th Avenue S.
Approximately 69.5 acres have been acquired for the park.
Horizon Shores Future Regional Park
Construction of a portion of Horizon Shores Park is scheduled for 2007. The entire park is approximately
45 acres, and is designed around a water feature. The water feature serves as storm water retention for the
surrounding development. The water feature is split into three distinct segments by two collector streets
that cross it. The north and middle portions of the pond have been constructed. Access to the park will
be from Ridgewood Boulevard, 24th Avenue S and 40th Street S, as well as from neighborhood sidewalk
connections provided in surrounding residential and commercial developments.
Southside Future Regional Park
This park is located north of 40th Avenue S. and east of 20th Street S. The first phase of this 120 acre park
consists of soccer fields, youth baseball diamonds, and picnic shelters. Construction of the first phase was
started in 2006 and will be completed in 2007. The soccer and baseball fields completed in 2007 will be
usable for play in the fall of 2008, after the turf is established. A 10-acre storm water retention pond is
also part of this phase. The next phase of the park will consist of parking lots, bike trails and the grading
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of additional soccer fields. Future phases will involve completion of the additional soccer fields, an
administrative building and softball vending area, a playground area, recreational features and open space
play areas. The YMCA is also considering the construction of a Moorhead facility within the park.
This park is currently being considered as a possible Northwestern Minnesota Regional Amateur
Sports Facility.
While some of the recreation features are common to all parks, such as picnic shelters and playgrounds,
each park has its own special focus. These distinct characteristics give them the identity and quality of a
regional or sub-regional park.
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Chapter 2 – Inventory of Conditions at Existing Regional
and Sub-Regional Parks
This chapter describes the facilities and condition of facilities in each of the existing parks. Table 2-1
provides a summary inventory of the main facilities for each existing park. After the table, each park is
described in more depth.

Table 2-1
Facilities at Existing Moorhead Regional and Sub-Regional Parks
Park

Ballfield

Basketball
Court

Electricity

Grill

M.B. Johnson
Centennial

x

Viking Ship,
Riverfront,
Memorial,
& W. H. Davy
Woodlawn

x

Picnic
Tables

Play
Equipment

x

x

Restrooms

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Shelter
Fee

Shelter
Reservations

Soccer
Nets

Tennis
Courts

Wading
Pool

x

x

Gooseberry
Mound

Shelter
Attendant

Water

x

x

x
x

x

x

(gazebo)

x
x

x

x

x
x

x

x
x

M.B. Johnson Regional Park
Park Environment
M.B. Johnson Park is located in a beautiful
setting along the Red River. The sizeable nature
of the park, the varied topography, and the
combination of flat lawns and sloped wooded
areas provide many opportunities for the types
of activities that could be accommodated.
The entrance to M.B. Johnson Park
In recent years, several interpretive signs have
been installed around the perimeter of the park’s
wooded area through a Riverkeepers’ project funded by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.
The signs, which present information about wildlife and plant species found in the park, are an enhancement
to nature trails that traverse the wooded portion of the park. These trails very likely come as a surprise to
park users who discover them, because there is no indication that they exist, and no visible trail leading from
the parking area to the hiking trails. An attractive wetland area is located in the center of the park just south
of the picnic shelter. An open lawn area is mowed in the oxbow of the river. This area is surrounded and
sheltered by the wooded riverbanks around the river oxbow. In the winter months, the park is used for crosscountry skiing, and the park is the site of the Polar Party, a winter event sponsored by the Moorhead Park
and Recreation Department.
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Park Facilities
A master plan drawing was prepared for
M.B. Johnson Park in the 1970s, and
an update to that plan was prepared in
1986. The 1986 plan update called for a
number of park features, some of which
are oriented toward a nature park, while
other features emphasize sports facilities
such as soccer, softball, and volleyball.
The 1986 Master Plan is shown here.
The features are listed below, categorized
as existing and as planned for future
implementation.
Existing:
• Driveway and road to picnic
shelter
• Parking areas
• Picnic Shelter
• Primitive Camping Site
• Wood bench seating area (probably
envisioned as part of planned
Nature Center, which does not
exist)
• Playground
• Boat Ramp to Red River and
associated parking (existing, but at
different location than shown in the
master plan)
• Walking trails in wooded area
Plan Elements that are not existing:
• Soccer fields – five fields (nets are
available for one practice field)
• One softball diamond
• Nature Center
• Volleyball courts - two
• New playground (shown as an
addition to the existing playground
adjacent to the picnic shelter)
• Caretaker maintenance building
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Soccer nets are available for practices at
M.B. Johnson Park, but in general, the terrain
of the park would need a significant amount
of grading to make the park level enough
for soccer fields. Use of the park includes
snowmobile training classes, nature training
and Boyscout camping (both winter and
summer).
Land and Water Conservation (LAWCON)
funds were used for certain elements of park
development. Therefore, M.B. Johnson
is bound to certain legal restrictions tied
to past use of LAWCON funds. Those
restrictions limit the park and how it
can be changed and used. Research is
needed into the original limitations of the
LAWCON fund.
The boat launch at M.B. Johnson
Park was constructed as a DNR project.
Riverkeepers has also had funding
involvement with interpretive signs.

The existing playground at M.B.
Johnson Park

Nature trails in the
wooded area along
the Red River

The picnic shelter at M.B. Johnson Park is in need of
maintenance and repair. Restrooms are locked and a portable
toilet is provided.

The existing picnic shelter appears to
be sound from a structural standpoint,
but is in a poor state of maintenance.
Painting and general upkeep would
improve the structure’s appearance.
The park’s restrooms are located in
the picnic shelter structure. They are
generally not functional, and a portable
restroom is placed at the park for use by
A hand water pump with
Unused street light and exposed
park patrons. A hand water pump was
a broken handle at M.B.
wiring
on
an
existing
street
light
in
installed adjacent to the picnic shelter.
Johnson Park
The handle is removed to prevent use of M.B. Johnson Park
the pump due to poor water quality from the well from which the pump draws water. There was also a need to
prevent use of the pump as park patrons frequently left the water running. The pump and restrooms are both
connected to the well on the site. City water service is available at the end of the park access near 11th Street,
but has not been expanded into the park.
Light standards (bases) for street lights have been installed, but only one street light is in place. The electrical
wiring of that light, is exposed and appears to be in poor condition. The other light standards are not hooked
up to electricity. Underground wiring that is currently in place is not usable due to rodent damage.
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Table 2-2 provides a list of park features and their condition:

Table 2-2
M.B. Johnson Park Facilities and Condition
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Good

Currently in good condition. Parking
spaces are not striped, but this hasn’t been
an issue since the park is under utilized.

Maintain pavement and
stripe parking spaces

Low

Driveway and
Parking Areas

Appears to be a good state of repair and is
used regularly by the public.

Continue to maintain.
Frequently requires
regular maintenance
in spring to remove
sedimentation from
spring river flooding.

Seasonal maintenance
– High
Other maintenance
- Low

Replace shelter and
provide patio on south
side.

High

Fair/Poor

This shelter needs to be replaced. It is
in very poor condition, and conveys a
negative park image. The architecture
of the shelter does not blend in with this
park, which is a very natural environment.
A patio adjacent to the south side of the
shelter would provide a sunny picnic area
which would be advantageous for cooler
days when shade is not desirable.

1. Repair or replace
existing light.
2. Add additional lighting.
3. Replace all wiring

High

Poor

Electrical wiring has been damaged by
rodents. Lighting is limited to one light
post, which appears to be out of order. A
security light near the shelter is in working
order.
Restrooms are locked, so water is not
available from the sinks. Water from
the existing well is very rusty and has
damaged toilet fixtures (flush valves stick).

1. Repair and maintain
restroom fixtures and
plumbing.
2. Extend city water into
shelter and restrooms.

High

Restrooms are locked due to their
condition. Some vandalism has occurred,
leaving paint markings on the door to the
restroom. A portable toilet is provided at
the park.

Repair and maintain
restroom fixtures and
plumbing.

High

Boat Launch

Good

Picnic Shelter

Lighting

Potable Water
Availability

Restrooms
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Table 2-2 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Outdoor
Classroom

Good/Poor

Kiosk

Poor

Interpretive
Signs

Good

Playground

Good /Fair

Nature Trails in
wooded areas
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Comments

Recommendation

The wood benches appear to be in good
condition, but the ground around the
seating area has become a solid growth of
thistles. There are no other distinguishing
features to identify this facility, and it
isn’t visible from a distance due to the tall
weeds. The facility is no longer used by
junior high school classes like it was in the
past.

1. Eliminate weeds and
restore mulched surface
around benches.
2. Construct a mulched
trail between the parking
area and the seating area.
3. Plant shade trees
south of the seating area
to provide shade during
the summer months.

High

Display in kiosk is faded and damaged
by moisture. (Originally installed by
Moorhead Junior High School.)

Remove kiosk or repair
it and move it to either
the picnic shelter or the
outdoor classroom.

Medium

These signs appear to be newer than other
park facilities, and are not as weathered as
other park features.

Maintain as necessary to
protect the quality of the
signs. No maintenance
appears to be needed at
this time.

Low

The playground equipment and
surrounding ground cover is 30 years
old. It is weathered, but appears to be
structurally sound. The playground does
not offer as many play options as more
up-to-date playgrounds.

Either replace the
playground equipment or
add another playground
as shown in the 1986
Master Plan.

High

These trails are very clear and open. For
the most part, they appear to be free from
obstacles. Their dirt surfaces would be
slippery and muddy after a rainfall.

To prevent erosion of the
hilly portions of the trail
and to allow as much use
as possible, a ground
cover of wood chips or
some other surface is
recommended.

Medium

E S IGNE R S

Priority

High

High
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Table 2-2 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Recommendation

These areas are in excellent condition, but
are under utilized.

Through a master
planning process
involving interested
residents, identify
suitable facilities that are
needed in Moorhead,
and determine if M.B.
Johnson Park is the
appropriate location for
these facilities.

High

Continue to plant the
entrance garden. A
more maintenancefree xeriscape could be
planted at some time to
reduce annual planting
and watering needs.

Ongoing

Excellent

The sign is in good condition and is
consistent with the rest of Moorhead’s
park signs. The garden is well kept and
gives a good first impression of the park.

Poor to
Fair

Plant trees in strategic
areas, such as at the
outdoor classroom,
the playground, and
along the parking area
to provide shade and to
define specific activity
areas within the park.

High

Tree planting
efforts

Very few trees have been planted in this
park. Some areas were designated as tree
planting areas in the past, but the trees
have not been maintained or protected
from deer.

The park is easily accessed via the
extension of 11th Street N. However, this
street changes from an urban section with
sidewalks to a rural section with wide
shoulders and no sidewalks or bike trails
north of 15th Avenue N. The shoulders are
wide enough to accommodate bike traffic.

Maintain shoulders of
CSAH 3 in good condition
for bicyclists and
pedestrians. Construct
separate Class 1 trail at
some time in the future.

Low

Park access

Excellent vehicular,
Good/Fair
- bike &
pedestrian

Mowed lawn
areas

Excellent

Entrance sign
and garden

Priority

In summary, M.B. Johnson Park is not fully utilized. Existing facilities need maintenance and updating.
The park’s beautiful setting and expansive area could be more fully appreciated with further park
development. The type of recreational activities chosen for this should be considerate of the wooded
habitat area along the Red River so as to not damage or overuse this aspect of the park. An updated park
development plan is needed.
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Centennial Regional Park
Park Environment
The focus of Centennial Park is
baseball and softball. Picnic and
playground facilities are features
that enhance the park, but are not
the primary focus. A dog park was
recently added to Centennial Park.
Just west of the youth ballfields, a
football practice area is kept and
maintained by F-M Athletics. The
park is located on very flat ground that
Centennial Park sign at US 75 and 15th Avenue N and Dog Park
is suited to athletic fields. The City
of Moorhead’s waste water treatment sign along 15th Avenue N
facility is located immediately
northwest of the youth ballfields, and north of the football practice
fields, and American Crystal Sugar’s sugar beet processing plant is
approximately ½ mile northwest of the park. A row of trees has been
planted around the perimeter of the youth ballfields north of 15th
Avenue N and smaller trees line the walkway into the youth ballfields.
Park Facilities
The portion of Centennial Park located north of 15th Avenue N
consists of four youth ballfields. A batting cage, concessions
building, restrooms, two picnic shelters, a grill, and a parking area
are also provided. Picnic tables and bleachers are provided for
spectators. A sign posted at the park prohibits the fields from being
used for practices; they are reserved for games only. The parking
lot is gravel, which generally results in a less efficient parking
pattern during events that fully utilize the park. The facilities have
experienced wear and tear over the years, and this portion of the park
does not convey a high quality image of Moorhead’s park facilities.
LAWCON funds were also used to construct portions of this park,
and research is needed regarding any limitations to future park
modifications.

Unpaved and unlit parking lot at
Centennial Park

Concessions and restroom building
with picnic shelter in background

The dog park consists of two fenced areas – one for large dogs, and another for small dogs. A small parking
area and picnic tables are also part of this facility. The facility is new, and is in excellent condition.
The softball diamonds on the south side of 15th Avenue N are also relatively new, and for the most part,
are in excellent condition. Eight fields are provided, in two groups of four. There are two buildings on the
site. The westerly building houses restrooms, a maintenance facility, and a patio area for soda machines and
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grills that appear to be used for tournaments. The easterly building
houses restrooms, and a full concession stand. A water pumping
station is located in the middle of the facility. Hoses with sprinklers
are extended to provide irrigation to the grounds, and underground
irrigation is provided for the ball fields. A gravel parking area is
provided for this facility. In 2008, the Class C Mens’ National
Softball Tournament is scheduled for this facility.

Dugouts at Youth Baseball Diamonds

Table 2-3 provides a list of facilities at the youth ball diamonds located north of 15th Avenue N. Table 2-4
addresses the softball facility south of 15th Avenue N.

Table 2-3
Centennial Park, Youth Baseball Diamonds North of 15th Avenue N, Facilities
and Condition
Park Feature

Driveway and
Parking Areas

Comments

Recommendation

Priority

Improve drainage and/or
pave and stripe the parking
lots. Expand parking lot.

Fair/Poor

The gravel parking lots
are not heavily graveled.
Parking is inefficient without
striped parking spaces.
Drainage is poor. Number of
spaces is inadequate when
football and softball events
coincide.

Install a more permanent
means of covering the edge
of the chain link fence, and
where necessary, replace
fencing material.

High

High
(Scheduled for fall
of 2007)

NOTE: Project scheduled
for fall of 2007

Fences

Poor

The fences appear to be
in good condition, but the
plastic tubing placed over
the top of the chain link is
unattractive and does not
convey a high quality park
image.

Fields

Good

The infields and outfields
appear to be in good
condition

Regular maintenance is
needed.

Ongoing

The plastic sheeting
provides a buffer from
the wind, but makes for
a less than desirable
dugout. Benches do not
accommodate all players,
and do not have backrests.

Cover dugouts with
facilities that provide
solid walls. Provide
longer benches that have
backrests.

High

Dugouts

E
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Table 2-3 (continued)
Park Feature

Field Lighting

Parking Lot
Lighting

Comments

Maintain as needed and
add additional banks of
lighting.
(Estimate 2-3 banks of
lighting)

Ongoing/High

Good

The field lights appear to
be adequate and in working
condition, but additional
candlepower is needed
to meet youth baseball
standards.
There is only one security
light in the parking area.

Add parking lot lighting for
security purposes.

Medium

The shelters are functional.
The shelter and grill near
the concession building are
particularly dated.

Replace shelter near
concessions building with a
more modern facility.

Medium

Poor

Recommendation

Priority

Picnic Shelters

Fair/Good

Restrooms

Good

Restrooms are functional.

Maintain as needed.

Ongoing

Install combination
drinking fountain/faucet to
fill water bottles in center
area between fields.

High

Fair

Water is available in the
restrooms and concession
building, but there is no
drinking fountain near the
ball diamonds.

Poor

Maintain seating. Consider
construction of covered
areas for at least part of the
seating.

High

Spectator Seating

It appears that an adequate
number of bleachers are
available for youth baseball
games. There is no shade
available for these seating
areas.

Batting Cage

Good

Appears functional.

Maintain as needed.

Ongoing

1. Replace park directional
signage at US 75 and 15th
Avenue S.
2. Add park signage at the
entrances to the park on
both sides of 15th Avenue
N.

High

Poor

The park entrance sign is
located at the corner of US
75 and 15th Avenue S. The
sign is in poor condition,
and is barely readable on
the south side. There are no
park identification signs at
the ball fields themselves.

Potable Water
Availability

Entrance Sign
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Table 2-3 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Recommendation

There are no sidewalks or
off-street bike trails on 15th
Avenue for nearly a mile to
the west, and no bike/ped
facilities to the east.

Provide designated onstreet bike lane or off-street
bike/ped trail along 15th
Avenue N from 17th Street
N to the park entrances.

Medium

Park Access

Good – vehicular
access
Poor – bike/
pedestrian access

The trees around the
perimeter of the fields are
somewhat sparse. A more
continuous planting of trees
and shrubs would serve as
a better windbreak.

1. Replant the areas where
trees have died.
2. Plant shrubs or
coniferous trees as a
second row around ball
diamonds to provide a
windbreak.

High

Due to the family nature of
this facility, a playground
would be an excellent
amenity making the park
more family friendly.

Construct playground

Medium

Tree Planting
Efforts

Fair

Playground

Not Available

Priority

High

Table 2-4
Centennial Park, Softball Fields South of 15th Avenue N, Facilities and
Condition
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Recommendation

Driveway and
Parking Areas

Improve drainage and/or
pave and stripe the parking
lot. Expand parking lot.

Fair

The parking area is gravel.
The lot would be used more
efficiently if it were paved
and striped. Drainage is
poor. Number of spaces is
inadequate when football
practice and softball events
coincide.

Fences

Poor

Frost heave has pushed
the chain link above the
protective.

Maintain as needed.

Ongoing
(Scheduled for fall
of 2007)

Fields

Excellent

The fields appear to be in
excellent condition.

Irrigate and maintain as
needed.

Ongoing

Maintain as needed.

Excellent

Benches and surrounding
fences appear to be in
excellent condition.

Ongoing
(Scheduled for
replacement, fall
of 2007)

Dugouts
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for fall of 2007
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Table 2-4 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Maintain as needed.
Candlepower should
be evaluated to ensure
adequacy.

Ongoing

Excellent

Appears to be adequate and
in good condition.

There are no security lights
in the parking area.

Add parking lot lighting for
security purposes.

Medium

Construct a large picnic
shelter in a central location,
or two smaller picnic
shelters near each group of
four fields.

Medium
(Scheduled for fall
of 2007)

Poor

A picnic shelter would be
an asset to this facility,
providing a structure for
teams to have picnics
between games. A shelter
would also provide a
shaded area which currently
is not available on the site.

Maintain as needed.

Ongoing

Restrooms

Excellent

Restrooms are provided for
each group of four fields.
The buildings in which they
are housed are relatively
new.

Potable Water
Availability

A water fountain is available
and appears to be in good
working order.

Maintain as needed.

Ongoing

Excellent

Excellent/Good

Bleachers are provided at
each field. There are no
options for shaded seating
areas.

1. Maintain as needed.
2. Provide for covered
seating areas to provide
shade.

Ongoing
High

1. Replace park signage
at US 75 and 15th Avenue
S. with new directional
signage.
2. Add park signage at the
entrances to the park on
both sides of 15th Avenue
N.

High

Poor

The park entrance sign is
located at the corner of US
75 and 15th Avenue S. The
sign is in poor condition,
and is barely readable on
the south side. There are no
park identification signs at
the ball fields themselves.

Field Lighting

Parking Lot
Lighting

Poor

Picnic Shelters

Spectator Seating

Entrance Sign
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Table 2-4 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Recommendation

Park Access

Good – vehicular
access
Poor – bike/
pedestrian access

There are no sidewalks or
off-street bike trails on 15th
Avenue for nearly a mile to
the west, and no bike/ped
facilities to the east.

Provide designated onstreet bike lane or off-street
bike/ped trail along 15th
Avenue N from 17th Street
N to the park entrances.

Priority
Medium

In summary, Centennial Park serves a very important role in the regional park system, primarily serving
the public with youth baseball and adult softball facilities, in addition to the new dog park. However,
replacement of some of the park facilities and upgrading other facilities is crucial to keeping the park
attractive, user-friendly and meeting the expectations of the public.

Viking Ship, Riverfront,
Memorial and
W. H. Davy Regional Parks
Park Environment
This group of parks is contiguous
along the Red River in downtown
Moorhead. Viking Ship Park is the
farthest west, lying north of 1st
Avenue N. As the river bends to
the east, the park transitions into Park entrance signs and flower gardens
Riverfront Park. W. H. Davy Park
is situated at the corner of 8th Street N and 1st Avenue N, and Memorial Park is north of W. H. Davy Park,
across the river from Oak Grove Park in Fargo. This park complex contains several recreational and cultural
facilities, with the primary the focal points being the Hjemkomst Center and Stave Church. Riverkeepers
launches its tour boat, the SS Ruby, from a landing under the 1st Avenue N bridge in Viking Ship Park. The
sloped and wooded riverfront area provides a beautiful variation to the otherwise flat terrain of the Red
River Valley.
These parks are heavily used, and are a focal point in the heart of Moorhead. The entrance signs, flower
beds, well maintained lawns, and some of the amenities project a positive image of the city.
Park Facilities
One of the most popular features of these parks is the bike trail along the Red River. Due to the winding
character of the river, these parks contain approximately one mile of bike trail. At the north end of
Memorial Park, the trail connects with a bike/pedestrian bridge over the Red River. It continues south
through Riverfront Park, Viking Ship Park, under the 1st Avenue N, Center Avenue, and Main Avenue
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bridges to Woodlawn Park, and loops back into the neighborhood at 6th Avenue S. The mile-long system
of parkland along the river is maintained with cross-country ski trails in the winter, and has been developed
with several park amenities. These amenities and their condition are summarized in Table 2-5.

Surface of tennis courts in Riverfront Park

The bike/pedestrian bridge
between Memorial Park
(shown in background) and
Oak Grove Park in Fargo

The Stave Church in
Viking Ship Park

Basketball court in Memorial Park

Horseshoe courts in W. H. Davy Park
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Pontoon and canoe launch in Viking Ship
Park under the 1st Avenue N bridge

Playground in W. H. Davy Park
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Table 2-5
Viking Ship, Riverfront, W. H. Davy, and Memorial Park Facilities and Condition
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Recommendation

Priority

Overall the bike trail appears
to be in good condition.
There are some cracks in
the pavement through which
weeds are growing.

Ongoing maintenance
is needed to minimize
pavement cracking and
breaking. Monitoring
of the trail is needed
to ensure the timely
removal of branches
and other obstacles.

Ongoing

Combined Park
Facilities

Bike Trail

Good

Poor

In general, some portions of
these parks need improved
lighting.

Further evaluation
needed.

Medium

Lighting

Continue to monitor
tree health, and replace
as needed for aesthetics
and riverbank stability.

Ongoing

Good

The parks have numerous
mature trees. Most appear
to be in good health. Trees
have recently been planted
in W. H. Davy Park near the
playground.

Ongoing maintenance

Ongoing

Good

Five observation and fishing
decks are provided along
the Red River between
1st Avenue N and the
bike/pedestrian bridge in
Memorial Park. They are all
connected to the bike trail.

Maintain drinking
fountains in W.H. Davy
Park.

Ongoing

Good/Fair

Available portable water is
limited to the restrooms and
from the drinking fountain at
W.H. Davy Park.

This facility appears to be
relatively new and is in
excellent condition.

Maintain as needed,
especially after river
flooding, to ensure
that surface repairs are
made before it becomes
unusable. Look for
ways to improve access
and visibility.

On-going

Trees

Observation and
Fishing Decks

Potable Water
Availability

Memorial Park

Basketball Court
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Table 2-5 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Include bridge
improvements in the
Metropolitan Bikeway
Plan and schedule
improvements.

High

Good/Poor

A recent study found this
bridge to be structurally
sound; however, the bridge
is in need of a new bridge
deck, lighting improvements,
longer abutments, and a
lift mechanism to avoid the
twice-annual use of cranes
to lift it out of the floodway.

Install disc golf
baskets as determined
appropriate given
facilities in Oak Grove
Park.

High

Not available

The Moorhead Park and
Rec Division has discussed
installation of disc golf
facilities in Memorial Park to
allow disc golfers to cross
the river during play of the
course.
There is no lighting for
the basketball court and
no lighting for the bicycle/
pedestrian bridge.

The lack of lighting at
the basketball court
is likely a conscious
decision to prevent
noise impacts to the
high-rise apartment
building adjacent to
the park. No change
is recommended.
Approach lighting
and bridge lighting
associated with bridge
improvements is
recommended.

High

Add additional seating
or picnic tables in this
portion of the park.

Medium

Excellent, but
limited

Benches are provided at the
basketball court, and appear
to be in good condition;
however, this appears to
be the only seating area in
Memorial Park.

No changes
recommended at this
time.

N/A

Good, but limited

Based on the limited amount
of parking available, this
park is mostly accessible to
the adjacent neighborhood,
or via the bike trail. A
small amount of parking
is available just east of the
bike/ped bridge.

Bicycle/Pedestrian
Bridge over Red
River

Disc Golf Interaction
with Oak Grove Park

Poor, partly due to
trees growing over
lights

Lighting

Seating Area

Parking
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Table 2-5 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Recommendation

Priority

Grounds

Excellent

Grounds appear mowed and
well maintained.

On-going maintenance

Ongoing

Construct a roof over
the facility.

High

Good/Excellent

Ongoing maintenance
is recommended
(sand, stakes, backstop
replacement as
needed).

Ongoing

Horseshoe Park

Six pairs of horseshoe pits
are provided, including
backstops. The pits appear
to be in good condition,
and are used weekly for
league play. The horseshoe
league has made numerous
requests for a roof over the
facility.

Restroom and
Maintenance
Buildings

Excellent

These new buildings are new
and in excellent condition.

Ongoing maintenance
as needed.

Ongoing

Playground

Excellent

The playground is new, and
is in excellent condition.

Ongoing maintenance
as needed.

Ongoing

Gazebo

Excellent

The gazebo is relatively new
and is in excellent condition.

Ongoing maintenance
as needed.

Ongoing

The parking spaces are
located along 8th Street or
along the park access road
that winds between Davy
Park and Riverfront Park.
Striping of spaces should
be maintained for efficiency.
Overflow parking from the
Broken Ax also uses this
parking area.

Stripe parking as
needed.

Medium

Decorative lighting has been
installed along the park
entrance road. The lighting
compliments the Broken Ax.
The horseshoe pits are welllit, but the playground has
no lighting, and the adjacent
portion of 8th Street N has no
street lights.

Install lighting at the
playground to improve
security. Lights
should be directed at
playground to protect
the adjacent residential
facility from spill-over
lighting.

High

W. H. Davy Park

Parking

Good

Lighting
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Table 2-5 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Recommendation

Priority

Bench swing

Excellent

The park is equipped with at
least one bench swing.

No improvements
recommended.

Grounds

Excellent

Gardens, shrubs, and lawn
are all very well-maintained.

Ongoing maintenance

Ongoing

Poor

Remove courts and
replace in a more stable
and visible location,
where they will be used
more and not subject
to river flooding.
If removal is not
desirable, the surface
of the courts should be
repaired or replaced to
make them usable.

High

Tennis Courts
w/Basketball hoops

The tennis courts are
located in the floodway. The
easterly two courts appear
to have been impacted by
floodwaters and/or unstable
soil. Court concrete has
cracked in numerous
locations, and weeds are
growing up between the
cracks, making the courts
virtually unusable.

Maintenance
Building/Recreation
Center near Tennis
Courts

Exterior - Good/Fair
Interior - Poor

This building appears to be
well maintained with colorful
paintings, but in reality, the
interior is in poor condition

Upgrade or re-evaluate
use of facility due
to poor condition of
interior.

Medium

Ongoing maintenance.

Ongoing

Excellent

The entrance to this park has
a garden and entrance sign
that identifies the location
of facilities in all four of
the parks. This is a wellmaintained and attractive
feature.

No changes are
recommended.

None

Good

This portion of the park has
a driveway off of 1st Avenue
N and is accessible via the
bike trail.

Ongoing maintenance

Ongoing

Good

A parking lot is provided
approximately 200-300
feet from the tennis courts.
The parking area is in good
condition.

Riverfront Park

Entrance signs and
gardens

Park Access

Parking
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Table 2-5 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Recommendation

Priority

Lighting

Good

Lighting is provided along
the bike trail in the vicinity
of the parking area and the
tennis courts. It appears to
be in good condition and
improves security in the
area.

Ongoing maintenance

Ongoing

Grounds

Good

The grounds appear to be
well maintained and mowed.

Ongoing maintenance

Ongoing

Heavy duty picnic tables
and electrical hook-ups are
provided. They appear to be
in good condition.

No changes are
recommended at
this time. On-going
maintenance will
be needed, and the
electrical boxes should
be each year to ensure
they are in safe working
order.

Ongoing

Ongoing maintenance

Ongoing

Excellent

This facility is relatively new,
and is in excellent condition.
It is an attractive and useful
way to make use of the
area under the 1st Avenue N
bridge.

Remove weedy, unmaintained garden
area and replace with
grass, or restore garden
with shade tolerant
and flood tolerant
plants (or annuals that
can be planted after
floodwaters recede).

High

Good/Fair

In general, the grounds are
mowed and well maintained.
However, there in an area
in the center of the park
that appears to have been
formally used as a garden.
It is now overcome with
thistles and other weeds.
This area should either be
removed or restored.

Ongoing maintenance

Ongoing

Excellent

The parking for this park is
shared with the Hjemkomst
Interpretive Center. It
is in excellent condition
and works well as shared
parking.

Viking Ship Park

Picnic tables/
electricity

Good

SS Ruby Pontoon
and Canoe Launch
Area

Gardens/Planting
Areas and Grounds

Parking
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Table 2-5 (continued)
Park Feature

Lighting

Condition

Comments

Excellent

Lighting is provided both
within the park and under the
1st Avenue N bridge at the
pontoon launch.

Recommendation
No changes are
recommended at
this time. Ongoing
maintenance will be
needed.

Priority
Ongoing

In summary, this system of parks including Viking Ship, Riverfront, W. H. Davy, and Memorial Parks
are important in the regional park system. With some general maintenance related to park grounds and
lighting, these parks should serve their purpose with routine on-going maintenance for many years to come.
Additional park improvements in the form of structures or paved surfaces are not recommended due to the
fact that so much of the park is impacted by spring floods.

Woodlawn Sub-Regional Park
Park Environment
Woodlawn Park is connected to Viking Ship Park via the
bike trail along the Red River. The park is relatively flat
and low in elevation. It floods during spring floods of any
significance. Located just south of downtown Moorhead,
the park is somewhat hidden away, and is not located along
any heavily traveled roadways. Access is from 6th Avenue
S, a quiet residential street only ½ mile south of downtown
Moorhead. Another access point is located at the north end
of the park, off of 2nd Avenue S. This is also a relatively
quiet street, and is generally a less direct access to the park,
since most of the facilities are located closer to 6th Avenue S. Entrance to Woodlawn Park
Park Facilities
Woodlawn Park is a popular facility in the region for disc
golf. Other facilities include a wading pool, playground, softball
diamond, three tennis courts, four horseshoe pits and a basketball
court. The park has a restroom and maintenance building. Spring
floods along the Red River had a significant impact on the condition
of this park in the spring/early summer of 2006 and 2007. Some
Basketball courts and tennis court at
park facilities, such as the softball diamond, were wet during the
Woodlawn Park
time when routine spring maintenance is carried out. Debris and
sedimentation left behind in the spring floods result in delayed usage
of some of the facilities in this park. Extra maintenance is needed to clean off the courts, the wading pool,
restrooms, etc. The picnic shelter at Woodland Park was swept away by past floods, and no further structures
of this nature are planned for the park due to flooding. The city is considering removal of the baseball field
and backstop for the same reason. Table 2-6 provides information on the facilities of the park.
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Playground at Woodlawn Park

Teeing off at the first hole of the
Woodlawn disc golf course

Table 2-6
Woodlawn Park, Facilities and Condition
Park Feature

Condition

Comments

Recommendation

Excellent

The baskets provided for
Ultimate Frisbee appear to be
in excellent condition.

There is no specific
recommendation for
improvement. Maintain
as needed.

Ongoing

Disc Golf

The softball diamond appears
that it is not maintained
for regular use. This is the
result of the 2006 and 2007
floods, which covered much
of Woodlawn Park. Weeds
had grown throughout the
infield, and were sprayed
with herbicide. Benches,
bleachers, and fences appear
to be in acceptable condition.

Due to the frequent
flooding of the Red
River into Woodlawn
Park, it is recommended
that the softball
diamond be removed
and replaced with open
lawn area. At this time,
the softball field is a
facility that presents
a negative image. It
receives very little use
and high maintenance.

High

Tennis court surface is
developing cracks, through
which weeds have started
to grow. Chain link fencing
has been pulled away from
the fence posts in the
southeast corner. No seating
is available adjacent to the
tennis courts.

Replace or repair
surface of courts.
Repair fence. Add a
bench at each court,
either inside or outside
the fence.

High

Softball diamond

Poor

Tennis Courts (3)
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Table 2-6 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Wading Pool

Priority
High

Fair

Replace or repair the
surface of the basketball
court. Add bench
seating next to the
court.

Remove grass from
sand pit area and
replace sand, or remove
horseshoe pits and
surrounding fence and
replace with grass.

Medium

Poor

Four horseshoe pits are
provided. Their condition is
poor in that grass is growing
in the sand areas around the
poles.

Remove from this
park due to frequent
flooding.

Medium

Fair/Poor

Flooding has caused the pool
to become unlevel creating
problems with the skimmers.
This will eventually damage
the pumps.
The playground equipment
appears to be in good
condition. The surface
material on the ground
around the equipment is in
need of replacement. Weed
removal is needed within the
playground area.

1. Replace the ground
cover material around
the playground and
install a weed barrier.
2. Plan for playground
equipment replacement
in approximately five
years, in a location that
is not as impacted by
disc golf.

High

Playground
Equipment

Good/Fair

Grounds

Excellent

Aside from the softball
diamond, the grounds appear
to be in good condition.

Maintain as needed.

Ongoing

Excellent

Minimal tree planting has
occurred recently.

Continue to monitor tree
health and plant new
trees as needed.

Medium

Trees

The restroom building looks
well-maintained and clean
outside and inside. Toilets
are not enclosed with doors
for privacy.

Continue to maintain.
Replace and repair
fixtures as needed,
especially after spring
flooding of the Red
River.

Ongoing

Restrooms

E

Recommendation

The surface of the court has
developed cracks through
which weeds are growing.
The only seating available is
a picnic table placed off to
the side of the court.

Basketball Court

Horseshoe Pits

Comments
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Table 2-6 (continued)
Park Feature

Potable Water

Condition

Comments

Continue to maintain.

Ongoing

Good

An outdoor faucet is provided
on the restroom building for
park patrons to use for filling
water bottles, washing, etc.
and a drinking fountain is
also available and in good
working order.
This park is accessible via
6th Avenue S and via the bike
trail along the Red River.

Park entrance and
wayfinding signage
is needed. Signs that
point out the entrance
could be placed along
the one-way pair of 4th
Street and 5th Street S,
directing drivers to the
east at 6th Avenue S.

High

The parking lot is adequate
most of the time, but
overflow parking could
impact the surrounding
streets when all park facilities
are in use.

Stripe parking lot for
efficiency of use.

High

Other than a very small
number of picnic tables,
there are no picnic facilities
at this park.

If floodplain and
floodway rules allow,
construct a picnic
shelter. Provide
additional picnic tables
with or without a shelter.

High

Building is in constant state
of flux due to flooding and
saturation of surrounding
soils. A new structural
assessment is needed.

Assess structural
condition. Plan for
relocation of the
building on a new
foundation.

High

Park Access

Fair

Parking

Good

Picnic Facilities

Poor

Historic Log Cabin

Poor

Recommendation

Priority

Woodlawn Park serves an important purpose in the metropolitan area, especially with its disc golf course.
It also contains facilities that make it a valuable neighborhood park for Moorhead neighborhoods in the
first mile south of downtown and east of 8th Street. Due to the park’s presence in the floodplain, facilities
require extra maintenance due to sediment and debris left behind during spring floods. Also, the soils near
the river tend to be unstable, resulting in a tendency for paved surfaces to develop cracks and unevenness.
A good example of this is the Historic Log Cabin situated at the northeast end of the park along 4th Street.
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The cabin has a walk-out basement to the park.
Repeated flooding has damaged the building’s
foundation. The steps separated from the building
in the spring of 2007, also due to flooding.
The building experiences frequent shifting and
changing due to these conditions. While this
location is excellent for open space, it is difficult
to provide extensive park facilities and structures
due to flooding.

Gooseberry Mound Sub-Regional Park
Park Environment
Sign at Gooseberry Park
Gooseberry Mound Park, commonly
referred to as Gooseberry Park,
serves as both a sub-regional and a
neighborhood park. It is accessible
via residential streets in south
Moorhead, just east of the corner of
4th Street S and 22nd Avenue S. One
of the most popular aspects of this
park is the bike trail connection to the
bike/ped bridge over the Red River.
The park is typically impacted by
Pedestrians crossing into
spring floods of the Red River, which Large open lawn area of Gooseberry
Gooseberry Park
Park surrounded by trees
cause the bridge to be unavailable
for approximately three months of
the year. This portion of the riverfront is heavily wooded,
with the only break in tree cover along the river occurring
at the bike/ped bridge. In the middle of the park, there
are large open lawns that are available for play fields,
sunbathing, and relaxing outdoors in a peaceful, quiet
Large picnic shelter at Gooseberry Park
environment.
Park Facilities
Playground facilities make Gooseberry Park an ideal outdoor
play area for surrounding neighborhoods in south Moorhead.
A new accessible playground structure draws patrons from
around the metropolitan area. Two large picnic shelters are
available for reservations, making the park a popular spot for
extended family picnics, company picnics, and neighborhood
gatherings. The Moorhead Park and Recreation Division also
uses the shelters for their summer programs.
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Table 2-7
Gooseberry Mound Park, Facilities and Condition
Park Feature

Condition

Playground
Equipment

The playground equipment
appears to be in excellent
condition.

Maintain as needed

Ongoing

Excellent

Maze

Good

Maze panels appear to be in
good.

Rust-proof and paint as
needed in the future.

Low

Grounds

Excellent

The grounds appear to be in
excellent condition.

Maintain as needed.

Ongoing

Excellent

A small amount of tree
planting has occurred in this
park in recent year.

Continue to monitor
tree health and plant
new trees as needed.

Medium

Trees

Continue to maintain.
Replace and repair
fixtures as needed,
especially after spring
flooding of the Red
River.

Ongoing

Good

The restroom building
looks well-maintained and
clean outside and inside.
Additional restrooms are
provided in the large picnic
shelter.

Continue to maintain.

Ongoing

Good

An outdoor drinking fountain
is provided on the upper
restroom building. Water
is also available in the large
picnic shelter.
This park is accessible via
22nd Avenue S. A long
internal drive allows park
users to access the westerly
portion of the park near
the bike/pedestrian bridge
between Gooseberry and
Lindenwood Parks.

Due to the park’s
location along the
river, it is not obvious
to people who are
driving the most heavily
traveled streets in
Moorhead. Signs that
point out the entrance
could be placed on
4th Street S and 22nd
Avenue S. An existing
sign is provided, but is
very close to the park
entrance.

High

Restrooms

Potable Water

Park Access
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Table 2-7 (continued)
Park Feature

Condition

Recommendation

Priority

Stripe parking lot for
efficiency of use.

High

Good

The parking lots are
adequate most of the time,
but overflow parking could
impact the grassy areas of
the site when large picnics
are taking place at the
shelters.

Monitor condition of
shelters and maintain
as needed.

Ongoing

Good

A small picnic shelter is
provided just south of the
playground, and a large
shelter is located north of the
entrance/exit road.

Include bridge
improvements in the
Metropolitan Bikeway
Plan and schedule
improvements.

High

Good/Poor

A recent study found this
bridge to be structurally
sound; however, the bridge
is in need of a new bridge
deck, lighting improvements,
longer abutments, and a
lift mechanism to avoid the
twice-annual use of cranes to
lift it out of the floodway.

Parking

Picnic Facilities

Bicycle/Pedestrian
Bridge over Red
River

Comments

In summary, Gooseberry Park is a valuable sub-regional facility for the city. However, due to spring floods
of the Red River, maintenance, activities and construction should be focused on those that do not require
a significant amount of paving or structural additions. Gooseberry Park is a lovely open space area that
is available to the community for play and enjoyment of the outdoors. Because of its access to the bike/
pedestrian bridge, it is used by walkers and bicyclists from all over the city. The play structure was installed
seven years ago and is also a popular facility for residents of the entire metro area.

Park Usage Data
The Moorhead Park Department keeps usage records for facilities that require reservations in order to ensure
their availability for a particular group. These include the gazebo at W. H. Davy Park, which is used for
weddings and picnics, and the small and large picnic shelters at Gooseberry Park, which are used for large
picnic gatherings and for recreational programs of the Moorhead Park Department.
The gazebo at Davy Park was reserved for use three days in 2005 and six days in 2006. Additional nonreservation use also occurred.
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The small picnic shelter at Gooseberry Park was reserved for use 61 days in 2005 and 63 days in 2006. The
large shelter was reserved 44 days in 2005 and 45 days in 2006. Considering that the picnic season consists
of about 20 weeks during May through September, these facilities see a significant amount of use. The
small shelter is probably more suited to family groups, due to its proximity to the playground. The large
shelter is farther from the playground, but has the convenience of restrooms built into the shelter.

Spatial Relationship
Map 1-1 (Page 7) shows the spatial relationship of these parks to each other. Although each park has its
own unique focus and recreational features, it is important to look at the location of these parks with respect
to each other and with respect to other parks in Moorhead. Regional and sub-regional parks typically
provide features such as playgrounds, open spaces, trails, and picnic tables that serve the immediate
neighborhood as well as the region. As shown in Map 1-1, the regional parks are generally spaced at
equal distances from each other. Most are currently on the periphery of the city, with the exception of the
downtown riverfront parks, which are closer together than the other regional and sub-regional parks.
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Chapter 3 – Future Regional and Sub-Regional Parks
Three regional parks are either under construction or in the process of being planned and designed at this
time. They include Horizon Shores Park, the Southside Regional Park, and Trollwood Performing Arts
School and surrounding park. This chapter provides a description of the location, size, and facilities planned
for each of these future park facilities.

Horizon Shores Regional Park
Horizon Shores Park is located within the Horizon Shores residential and commercial development. The
development is located east of 34th Street S and north of I-94. As described in Chapter 1, the focal point of
the park is the water feature that runs the entire length of the park. On the parkland around the pond, several
amenities are planned. They include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bike Trail around pond, connected to surrounding
street system and to adjacent neighborhood
Tennis Court
Basketball Court
Gazebo
Playground
Parking area
Observation decks on/over water at three locations
Bicycle / Pedestrian bridge
Amphitheater
Community Recreation Building and Warming
House for ice skating on pond

Bike trails around the pond in the northerly
portion of Horizon Shores Park

The northerly and middle nodes of the pond have been constructed, and bike trails have been installed around
the northerly node between Ridgewood Boulevard and 24th Avenue S. Completion of landscaping and park
features is anticipated to be completed in the northerly node and the east side of the central node in 2007.
Although this park was planned as part of a major residential and commercial development project, it
is expected to serve as a regional or sub-regional park facility. The features that give this park regional
character include the two miles of off-street bikeways that surround the pond and connect to the surrounding
street system, and the future amphitheater, community recreational building, and recreational ice skating
feature. In the Metro Sports Facility Study, biking and walking trails were the number one priority for
residents. It is clear that residents will seek out a park of this nature as a destination for walking and biking.
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Southside Regional Park
This park is currently under construction north of 40th Avenue S, south of Village Green, and east of 20th
Street S. The park is primarily surrounded by existing and future residential development, with access from
40th Avenue S (an arterial) and 28th Street S (a collector). Features of the park include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A 10-acre storm water retention pond
Bicycle trails within park, and connections to surrounding street system
Soccer fields – 15-16 full-size fields that can be converted into smaller sized youth fields.
Additional youth soccer fields
Youth baseball diamonds – four fields, outfields have capability of being temporarily used as soccer
fields when needed for tournament play
Soccer organization office building
Concession stand
Picnic Shelters
Playground
Tennis Courts
Basketball Courts
Possible YMCA facility
Other recreational features and open space to be determined

Construction of the soccer fields, youth baseball diamonds, and the storm water retention pond took place
in the summer and fall of 2006. The soccer and ball diamonds installed in 2006 will be available for use
in the fall of 2008, after the turf has established itself. Parking lots, bike trails and the grading of three
additional soccer fields are included in the next phase. The City of Moorhead plans to seek further input
from the adjacent neighborhood before finalizing a plan for the northeasterly portion of the park. The area
is large enough to hold several recreational facilities, parking, and a picnic and open space area. This area
is adjacent to the backyards of existing homes in Village Green, so neighborhood input has been sought,
and further opportunities for input are anticipated. The Moorhead YMCA is considering construction of a
Moorhead facility at some future date.

Trollwood Performing Arts and Regional Park
The design of the Trollwood Performing Arts facility and the
surrounding park is currently underway. Leadership of Trollwood
Performing Arts School (TPAS) is working with architectural and
landscaping consultants on a design for the facility, and is seeking
input from residents in the region as to the features and character
of the park. The park infrastructure will primarily support the
performances and training associated with TPAS’s focus on the
performing arts. An excerpt from the Trollwood Performing Arts
website summarizes the importance of park design to the leadership
of the program:
Early Rendering of performing arts
facility.
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“The school is deliberately located outdoors because it is our belief that a connection to the natural
environment fosters creativity, self-discovery, and an understanding of a healthy way of being alive.
With nature as a model, students gain a better appreciation of the value of diversity, adaptability,
cooperation, and interdependence.”
In concert with this statement, Trollwood’s leadership has described the park as an opportunity for a
“community garden” and metro area groups have expressed interest in participating in park planting areas.
Ultimately, the park is meant to serve as a designation for those seeking a beautiful natural setting, in
addition to being the setting for TPAS.

2007 Rendering of Trollwood Performing Arts facility
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Chapter 4 – Park Designations and Base Level Facilities
Different parks serve different purposes, and are often given designations that describe those purposes. For
example, neighborhood parks are often small in size (from less than one acre to five). They typically serve
an area that is viewed as a neighborhood, which often involves a population within ½ mile of the park,
with no major physical barriers between the residences and the park. Ideally, everyone in the neighborhood
should be able to walk to a neighborhood park within 10 minutes. Sometimes the grounds of an elementary
school serve as a neighborhood park. Neighborhood parks should be centrally located within the area they
serve, and should be visible from residential streets to provide security (i.e. eyes on the park). Optimally,
adjacent residences will not just back up to the park, but some will front on the park, also for security.
Facilities in a neighborhood park typically include a tot lot, benches, and some open play areas at a
minimum.
A community park is typically larger, ranging in size from 5 to 15 acres, and often provided adjacent to a
school. This type of park typically serves an area that is up to two miles from the park. It is important that
community parks have good roadway access. Community parks typically have some sports facilities, such
as soccer fields, hockey rinks, basketball and tennis courts, but they are minimally booked by organized
sports groups and are therefore available for use by residents of the surrounding area. Typically, fields are
not lit, and use of fields, sports equipment, and playground is from dawn till dusk to minimize the impacts to
surrounding residents.
Regional parks are typically larger parks (15 acres or more) that have special significance of some kind,
and therefore attract people from beyond the city boundaries. This description applies to all of the parks
reviewed in this study. In many cities, regional parks are located along a waterfront, such as a river, lake,
or ocean. This is true of all but two of the parks examined in this study – Centennial Park which focuses
on baseball and softball, and the Southside Regional Park, which also has a sports and recreational focus.
Horizon Shores Park isn’t adjacent to a natural water feature, but is designed around a regional storm water
detention pond.
Regional parks can be either passive in nature, reflecting a focus on ecological or natural features, or
they can be active with features and events that attract large crowds of people from the region, and even
nationally or internationally. Viking Ship Park, for example, is the site of a regional Scandinavian festival
that attracts entertainers and participants from the region and from Scandinavia.
Parks are also characterized as “sub-regional parks”. These parks tend to draw park patrons from a large
area, but are typically smaller and less specialized than a true regional park. This designation is appropriate
for two of the parks included in this study; specifically, Woodlawn Park and Gooseberry Park are considered
sub-regional due to the fact that 1) they are somewhat smaller than the other parks, and 2) they are less
specialized and less event-oriented. The fact that they are less specialized and less event-oriented is mainly
due to the significant impacts of the Red River on these parks during spring flooding.
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Recommended Base Level Facilities for Regional and Sub-Regional Parks
Most regional parks also have “base level” features that serve the neighborhood in which they are located.
This practice is more practical and economically feasible than providing two separate parks within close
proximity. Furthermore, park patrons who visit the park for its regional features also appreciate having the
elements of a neighborhood park at their disposal. The “regional” nature of the park includes those features
that are special because of the park’s natural characteristics or specialized because of the amenities and
facilities that have been built into the park’s infrastructure. The recommended base level features that are
common to regional, sub-regional, community, and neighborhood parks are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Playground equipment
Picnic tables and shelters
Restrooms and Potable water source (Not all neighborhood parks need restrooms and potable
water, but as part of a sports complex, community park, or regional park, restrooms and a source of
drinking water are recommended.)
Lighting
Open space for play and small scale sports activities
Parking (off-street parking for regional and sub-regional parks)

Recommended Specialized Features for Regional and Sub-Regional Parks
Regional and sub-regional parks typically need to serve some purpose or provide some amenity or feature
that is unique to that particular park in order for them to fit the regional or sub-regional designation.
Recommended features of this nature include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

E

Natural features such as a waterfront, forest, etc.
Interconnected bike trail or hiking trail features
Camping facilities
Natural or historical interpretive features
Sports facilities, as in a sports complex or a sports facility that requires specialized equipment
(i.e. disc golf, baseball complex, etc.)
Recreational attraction, such as an amusement park, outdoor art attraction, sledding hill, ice
skating rink or pond and warming house, cross-country ski trails and ski rental equipment, or
community center.
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Chapter 5 – Metro Sports Facilities Study and Moorhead’s Regional
and Sub-Regional Parks
The major findings/conclusions of the Metro Sports Facilities Study, completed in 2006, was that residents
value bike/pedestrian trails above all other recreational facilities. Since that study was charged with
addressing sports facilities specifically, there was little emphasis placed on expanding the bike/pedestrian
trail system. However, this information is valuable in that it helps provide the cities in the metropolitan area
with the information they need to justify upkeep and further development of the bicycle trail system. Given
the importance of trails, Moorhead would be serving its residents well by providing a more interconnected
bike trail system.
Opportunities to connect M.B. Johnson Park with trails to the north and south, and possibly across the Red
River would open up many opportunities for an interconnected bike trail system. The addition of a YMCA
or other community health club/fitness center at the 120-acre Southside Regional Park also satisfies a need
that was identified in the Metro Sports Facilities Study. This facility is planned to have a pool, and possibly
even an aquatics center, which would satisfy another identified need.
Collaboration with Moorhead Public Schools and observation of sports and recreational trends around
the country are also important elements of park planning. The school district is continually updating its
population projections for all age groups within the various segments of the city. This data is useful for park
planning purposes. As an example of national trends, recent research has shown that providing ample tennis
courts of good quality in accessible locations is often the precursor to successfully enlarging a city or school
district tennis program. Public health officials and programs are becoming more involved in promoting
walkability, recreational programs, and facilities that encourage a community’s population to become more
physically active. This emphasis is aimed at reducing obesity levels in the population, resulting in overall
improved health and reduced rates of certain diseases related to obesity.
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Chapter 6 – Recommended Park Improvements and Strategy
for Implementation
Base level park improvements or replacements for each of the existing parks are listed in Table 6-1 below.
Preliminary planning level cost estimates are provided for each item that needs to be maintained, replaced,
or added. The purpose of providing this information is to 1) identify the funding necessary to make
these improvements, and 2) determine a time frame and order of priority for making the improvements.
Significant construction projects which have been scheduled and budgeted for 2007 have been included.
Horizon Shores Park, the 120-acre Southside Regional Park and the park surrounding Trollwood Performing
Arts School are addressed within this report as “future” regional parks and are not included in this
analysis. Master Plans for these parks have been adopted by the Moorhead City Council and various park
improvements are on-going.

Table 6-1
Base Level Park Improvements and Planning Level Cost Estimates
Park Improvement

Maintenance

Replacement
of Existing
Construction,
Planting or
Equipment

New
Construction,
Planting,
Equipment, or
Services

Planning Level Preliminary
Cost Estimate

M.B. Johnson
Update Park Master Plan

X

$ 15,000

Picnic Shelter

X

$ 58,000

Restrooms

X

$ 10,000

Water Source - Hook up to City water

X

$ 20,000

Playground Equipment

X

$132,000

Replace Lighting

X

Outdoor Classroom
1. Eliminate weeds and restore
mulched surface around benches.
2. Construct a mulched trail between
the parking area and the seating area.
3. Plant shade trees south of the
seating area to provide shade during
the summer months.

X

Replace

$50,000
$ 5,000

X
X
X

Tree Planting

X

$ 11,300

Trail connections to Woodland trails

X

$ 4,400
$ 305,700*

Subtotal of Improvements

*Note – An updated Master Plan would likely identify the items included in this list as well as others that are not currently
identified. The City of Moorhead has reserved $700,000 specifically for these types of improvements to M.B. Johnson Park.
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Table 6-1 (continued)
Park Improvement

Maintenance

Replacement
of Existing
Construction,
Planting or
Equipment

New
Construction,
Planting,
Equipment, or
Services

Planning Level Preliminary
Cost Estimate

Centennial Park
In the early stages of this study, Centennial Park was found to be in need of several significant improvements. The most
significant revolved around the need to pave the parking lots and driveways, stripe parking spaces for efficiency and improve the
park identification signs. Other less costly improvements were also identified, most having to do with the ball diamonds, fences
and the addition of play grounds. Based on this prospective list of improvements, the City of Moorhead has moved ahead to
address these needs, and construction is on-going in summer of 2007.
Viking Ship/Riverfront
Memorial/Davy Parks
Participate in improvements to bike/
ped bridge between Memorial and
Oak Grove Parks (raise bridge, install
lift mechanism, replace deck, and add
approach lighting).

X

$ 45,000
(half of local share)

Construct roof over horseshoe park.
(Cost based on recent bids. It is
anticipated that the Horseshoe
Pitching Club will participate in
funding the roof replacement.)

X

$ 95,000

Install lighting at playground in W. H.
Davy Park.

X

$ 12,000

X

Resurface the two easterly tennis
courts in Riverfront Park.
Maintain garden area in Viking Ship
Park. Remove and plant grass or
restore garden.

X

$ 15,000

X
X

$ 5,000

Subtotal of Improvements

$ 172,000

Woodlawn Park

E

Remove ball diamond and restore to
open space.

X

Replace or repair surface of tennis
courts. Repair fence. Add a bench at
each court, either inside or outside
the fence.

X
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Repair
Replace

$ 20,500
$ 55,500

41

Table 6-1 (continued)
Maintenance

Replacement
of Existing
Construction,
Planting or
Equipment

Replace or repair the surface of the
basketball court. Add bench seating
next to the court.

X

X

Replace the ground cover material
around the playground and install a
weed barrier.

X

Park Improvement

Planning Level Preliminary
Cost Estimate

Repair
Replace

$ 18,000
$ 53,000

$ 10,000

Place signs that point out the entrance
to the park along the one-way pair of
4th Street and 5th Street S, directing
drivers to the east at 6th Avenue S.
Stripe parking lot for efficiency of use.

New
Construction,
Planting,
Equipment, or
Services

X

X

$ 15,000

$ 2,500

If floodplain and floodway rules allow,
construct a picnic shelter. Provide
additional picnic tables with or
without a shelter.

X

$ 62,500
(FEMA funds available for
shelter replacement)
$ 213,500
(Assumes replacement of
tennis & basketball courts)

Subtotal of Improvements
Gooseberry Mound Park
Install signs that point out the park
entrance on 4th Street S and 22nd
Avenue S.

X

Stripe parking lot for efficiency of use.

X

Participate in improvements to bike/
ped bridge between Memorial and
Oak Grove Parks (raise bridge, install
lift mechanism, replace deck, and add
approach lighting).

X

Subtotal of Improvements

$ 15,000
$ 2,500

X

X

$ 45,000
(half of local share)

$ 62,500

Total of all high priority improvements

$ 753,700*

*Preliminary cost estimate does not include the Centennial Park improvements, which are underway, and does not include the
$700,000 already set aside for M.B. Johnson Park improvements. As previously noted, an updated Master Plan for M.B. Johnson
Park will likely identify amenities and facilities that are not identified in this report.
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Assumptions:
•
•
•

Costs are in 2007 Construction dollars. Prices should be adjusted for future construction
Costs do not include contingencies or design costs
Design and construction administration cost typically 20-25% of construction value.

Strategy for Prioritizing Park Improvements
The recommended approach is as follows:

E

1.

Identify relatively low cost maintenance, repair, and replacement items. Plan for these
improvements; identify those that can be carried out by existing city staff and maintenance
crews. Prepare plans and specifications and hire contractors for construction items that cannot be
carried out by existing city staff.

2.

Designate capital funding for Moorhead’s share of the bike/pedestrian bridges over the Red River
to take advantage of federal funding sources that could become available in the next one to three
years ($90,000 total).

3.

Carry out master planning activities for existing parks that are not developed or utilized to their
full potential. Primarily, this is in reference to M.B. Johnson Park.

4.

Identify security and safety issues at parks with highest numbers of patrons.

5.

Identify facilities or amenities that have been longstanding unmet needs or desires in the
community.

6.

Schedule completion of the remaining items within a 5-year time frame, actively working on
one to two years of improvements at any given time. Identify priorities for more expensive
replacement or construction items based on:
• amount of use,
• safety or security needs,
• longstanding requests/needs vs. newly identified requests and needs,
• balancing of investments in facilities that serve different age groups, and
• balancing of investments across all regional parks.

7.

Adjust priorities annually as new maintenance needs are identified.
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Based on this approach, Table 6-2 shows an example of priorities for the first two years:

Table 6-2
Two-Year List of Park Improvements at Existing Regional and Sub-Regional Parks
Park Improvement:

Cost:

M.B. Johnson
Master Plan

$15,000

Outdoor Classroom – eliminate weeds and restore mulched surface around benches and wait
with other improvements until after completion of master plan.

Negligible amount

Viking Ship/Riverfront/Memorial/Davy Parks
Participate in improvements to bike/ped bridge between Memorial and Oak Grove Parks
(raise bridge, install lift mechanism, replace deck, and add approach lighting).

$45,000

Construct roof over horseshoe park.

$95,000

Maintain garden area in Viking Ship Park. Remove and plant grass or restore garden.

$5,000

Woodlawn Park
Remove ball diamond and restore to open space.

$15,000

Repair surface of tennis courts and repair fence.

$20,500

Repair surface of basketball court and add bench seating next to court.

$18,000

Add directional signage.

$15,000

Replace the ground cover material around the playground and install a weed barrier.

$10,000

Stripe parking lot for efficiency of use.

$2,500

Gooseberry Park
Install directional signs to park.

$15,000

Stripe parking lot for efficiency of use.
Participate in improvements to bike/ped bridge between Memorial and Oak Grove Parks
(raise bridge, install lift mechanism, replace deck, and add approach lighting).
Total for 1-2 years of improvements at existing regional parks:
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Other Factors to Consider
The following facilities or park amenities were identified as being in high demand both within Moorhead's
Park System and the regional and sub-regional parks system:
• Disc Golf Course
• Adaptive Sports Facilities
• Aquatics Facility
• Gymnasiums
• Skate Park
• Additional Dog Park
• Relocated Wading Pool
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